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February 24, 2011

The Honorable Steve Ogden
Texas Senate
Chair, Senate Committee on Finance
Texas State Capitol, Room GE.4
P. O. Box 12068
Austin, TX 78711-2068
Subject:  
2012-13 Appropriations Bill – 


Funding for Texas Automobile Burglary and Theft Prevention Authority 

Dear Chairman Ogden and Members of the Committee:

I write to you as not only the chief executive officer of the National Insurance Crime Bureau (NICB), but also as a Texan who resides in San Antonio. The state fiscal situation is no doubt severe and closing a $20 billion budget gap will require you to make tough decisions.

The NICB is a national, not-for-profit organization supported by more than 1,100 property and casualty insurance companies, including many who write business in Texas.  Working with our member companies and law enforcement, we investigate organized criminal conspiracies dealing with insurance fraud and vehicle theft.

It is our understanding that the current Texas budget proposal eliminates funding for the Texas Automobile Burglary and Theft Prevention Authority (ABTPA). The ABTPA is funded by a statutory $1 fee assessed on all automobile policies sold in Texas, thus not costing the State of Texas any money. 

Since 1991 the ABTPA has been instrumental in reducing the auto theft rate in Texas by more than 50 percent and more than $1 billion worth of stolen vehicles have been recovered.  Moreover, nearly 30 Texas law enforcement agencies received ABTPA grants totaling $14 million. Absent those funds, local cities and towns may have to raise taxes or will not have funds available to help adequately fund law enforcement’s responsibility to address vehicle crime.

It is widely recognized that the ABTPA has been successful in reducing crime while being fiscally responsible. I strongly urge the Committee to reconsider its proposal to withhold ABTPA’s funding for the 2012-13 fiscal biennium. Elimination of this program will lead to a spike in vehicle-related crime and could pose a safety threat to Texas citizens.

I urge you to maintain the funding for the ABTPA; it is a great example of an effective public-private success story.  As a fellow Texan, let me reaffirm NICB’s commitment to our Texas law enforcement and insurance industry partners and to our mission of combating vehicle theft and insurance crime in Texas and the nation.    

Thank you for your consideration of our views.  If you have any questions, please free to contact Alan Haskins, NICB Director of Government Affairs, at 847-544-7075 or via email at ahaskins@nicb.org 

Sincerely, 
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Joseph H. Wehrle

President & CEO 
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