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Dear Honorable Senators:

My name is Michelle Lanham, and I have been a member of the Texas Crime Prevention Association for 16 years.  As a member of the association, I have had opportunities over the years to work with a variety of programs specializing in many aspects of crime prevention.  I am proud to say that Texas leads the United States in the crime prevention arena.  The law enforcement agencies in our state are extremely fortunate to have access to many programs and agencies that assist them in their efforts to educate citizens about protecting themselves and their property on a proactive basis.  

Having worked with these outstanding programs for many years, I can tell you without hesitation that the Texas Auto Burglary and Theft Prevention Authority has been at the forefront of crime prevention efforts.  The agency is, by far, the leader in offering outstanding resources to the law enforcement agencies and citizens of Texas in the fight to protect vehicles, their parts, and their contents.  ABTPA provides every law enforcement agency in the state, and therefore every community in Texas, the opportunity to obtain and utilize a wealth of vehicle crimes prevention material free-of-charge.  These materials include brochures, training programs, school curriculum, and visible theft and burglary deterrents.  Since 1995, nearly 7 million pieces of vehicle crimes prevention material have been disseminated in Texas by just ABTPA’s primary public awareness task force alone.  Now add the message dissemination of ABTPA’s other 20+ task forces, and what you have is a citizenry much more educated and prepared to take ownership of their very important role in protecting property, preventing crime, and taking a stand against the criminal element. 
In addition to the heightened public awareness and education enjoyed by Texas citizens because of ABTPA, the agency and its task forces also provide vehicle owners with free services that provide tried and true methods of preventing vehicle crime.  These services include Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) window etching and registration in the Texas HEAT program, which allows vehicles to be checked by law enforcement at night, when many vehicles are stolen and moved on Texas roadways.

If the ABTPA and its task forces are eliminated, not only will vehicle crimes likely increase quickly because of the lack of experienced and dedicated law enforcement, we will also have a state full of vehicle owners and operators that do not have access to the services and information necessary to become active participants in proactive vehicle crimes prevention.  We will all suffer for the loss of an agency that DOES NOT USE TAX DOLLARS, DOES NOT COST THE STATE TAX BASE ONCE PENNY, has always been responsible with its funds, operated with efficiency, and achieved a level of success that the entire State of Texas can recognize with pride.
With this information as background, I respectfully request that the honorable and esteemed Senate of Texas reinstate and continue funding for the highly effective Texas Auto Burglary and Theft Prevention Authority.  Thank you.
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