[image: image1.jpg]W MPA

Texas Municipal Police Association




6200 La Calma Drive, Suite 200
P.O. Box 2294

Austin, Texas 78752
Austin, Texas 78768

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING TEXAS AUTOMOBILE BURGLARY AND THEFT PREVENTION AUTHORITY

BE IT KNOWN, that the Texas Municipal Police Association (TMPA) represents over 17,000 Texas peace officers and that many of these officers have worked very closely with the Texas Automobile Burglary and Theft Prevention Authority (TABTPA) through their respective Task Force operations and assignments.
WHEREAS, the Texas Automobile Burglary and Theft Prevention Authority (TABTPA) has been in existence since the 72nd Legislative Session in 1991 (HB640) and is funded by a $1.00 assessment to auto insurance policies. These dedicated funds were then used by the TABTPA to assist local law enforcement agencies to develop task forces to combat theft of motor vehicles and other related motor vehicle crimes. 

WHEREAS, during the 75th Legislative Session in 1997, with the passing of House Bill 1387, ABTPA lost dedicated funds status and since that time the millions of dollars that have been collected by the insurance industry have been diverted to the general revenue fund of the State of Texas.

WHEREAS, since the inception of the TABTPA motor vehicle theft has been reduced by over 60%; the recovery of stolen motor vehicles has increased by 20%; and the TABTPA task forces have recovered over 1.6 million stolen vehicles. The total value of vehicles and other properties recovered by the TABTPA task forces has exceeded $11.6 Billion dollars.

WHEREAS, the TABTPA has become a role model for auto theft enforcement worldwide with 14 US states, a number of Canadian Provinces as well has other countries like Australia and some in Europe are using Texas as a model and look for guidance from the TABTPA. 

WHEREAS, the TABTPA task forces have been providing assistance to many law enforcement agencies in Texas, helping with the inspection of and investigations on vehicles used in the commission of countless forms of criminal activities, at both the state and federal levels; and, that in many areas across the State the TABTPA task forces are the only investigative resource available pertaining to salvage yards, vehicle storage facilities, VIN verification inspections, insurance fraud, and title fraud. 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Texas Municipal Police Association recognizes the value of the TABTPA and their task forces as it pertains to the services they provide to the citizens of the State of Texas through local, state and federal law enforcement, the Tax Assessor Offices' of the State of Texas, as well as the insurance industry.

AND FURTHER RESOLVE, that the Texas Municipal Police Association fully supports any and all legislative efforts to maintain funding for the TABTPA, so that the TABTPA can continue to serve the State of Texas in the battle against all forms of motor vehicle crimes.

