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NOTICE OF SUPPORT

For

Texas Automobile Burglary and Theft Prevention Authority
Beginning in the 1970’s the crimes related to motor vehicles began to increase on an annual basis.  During the 1980’s these crimes were reaching epidemic levels with the peak being in 1991 of 164,000 motor vehicles stolen in the State of Texas.

Motor vehicle related crimes are without a doubt some of the most complicated in the criminal justice system and are forever changing.  New technologies, new manufacturers, as well as, new trends as it pertains to supply and demand in the criminal world and the economy all have a major effect.
Motor vehicle crime investigators had realized this for decades and truly understood that to be successful in the battle against the most costly crime it would take expertise, training and a statewide effort.  By shear design, motor vehicle crimes are mobile and are not affected by City Limits, County Lines, State Lines or Country Borders.

These same investigators, who were also members of the Texas Association of Vehicle Theft Investigators (TAVTI) and the International Association of Auto Theft Investigators (IAATI), knew and understood what was needed to address this crime, they just needed the resources to accomplish this.

In 1989, members of TAVTI were in attendance at the IAATI conference in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  At this conference information was gained as to the design and successes of the Michigan Auto Theft Prevention Authority.  As per population, Michigan had gone from being number one in the country in automobile thefts to number nine in just a few short years. Their program was funded from a $1 assessment to auto insurance policies as well as local support. 

With this information members of TAVTI began working on a similar project with obvious changes to address issues related to Texas, such as the border with Mexico. During the 72nd Legislative Session the State of Texas created the Texas Automobile Theft Prevention Authority. It took some time to develop the grant process and get the project started. The first six ATPA funded task forces began operation in March of 1993.

The rest is history.  Since the inception of the ATPA motor vehicle theft has been reduced over 50+% with major increases in the recovery rates as well. In the last session of the legislature the crime of Burglary of a Motor Vehicle was added to the area of responsibility, thus changing the name to the Texas Automobile Burglary and Theft Prevention Authority (ABTPA). This was done without additional funding to address this added responsibility.
The Texas ABTPA is the role model for the world with agencies throughout modeling our program. This is the ultimate compliment to a successful program.

The positive economic impact that this program has had on the citizens of the State of Texas surpasses any other law enforcement program, thus creating savings to the citizens of over a billion dollars.

This has been done with a mere $1 assessment on auto policies and tremendous supports of local agencies throughout the entire state.

Since 1993 the number of insured vehicles has continued to increase, however the overall operating cost of the ABTPA Task Forces has increased at a much higher rate due to salaries, fuel and all other related cost.

As a result of the appropriations process the state has taken a percentage of the money collected and has not made all of the funds available to the program. Thus, leaving the local agencies to absorb the increased cost with local tax dollars. However, the local agencies are also bearing the load of these increases as well. 
Therefore, the membership of the Texas Association of Vehicle Theft Investigators and the South Central Regional Chapter of the International Association of Auto Theft Investigators respectfully request the members of the Texas Legislation to consider increasing the appropriations of the funds collected from the insurance industry and/or to increase the assessment from $1 to $1.50 or $2.00 to the Texas ABTA.

The profile of motor vehicle crimes in the State of Texas is forever changing and the connection of these crimes to all other forms of criminal activity to include terrorism and smuggling is becoming more evident every day. The incidents of violence in connection to motor vehicle crimes, especially along the Mexican border are on the rise. We must remember that ALL forms of criminal activity require transportation and stolen vehicles are the means of choice.

Respectfully,

Randy Andrews                                                         Tommy Hansen    
President  TAVTI/SCRC                                          Past President IAATI
214 957-5346       
                                                 409 766-2358
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