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November 21, 2011

Cheryl Johnson

Department of Motor Vehicles Board

Cheryl,

This letter is in response to your inquiry of Lt Tommy Hansen, Past President of the International Association of Auto Theft Investigators (IAATI), regarding the use of Matriculas as proper ID when applying for titles in Texas.  This issue has been extensively researched by Sgt William (Bill) Smith of the Harris County Sheriff’s Office.  He has worked on this and on the title service law since their inception.  I know you have received a lot of the information included in this letter in various emails; however, I wanted to consolidate the information.
Let me begin by stating, the Texas Association of Vehicle Theft Investigators (TAVTI)/South Central Regional Chapter of IAATI, are strongly opposed to the use of Matriculas as an ID for obtaining vehicle titles.  That idea has been tried in the past, and was a dismal failure.  When they were being accepted, the Matriculas were a major problem to Law Enforcement professionals. So many were counterfeit, and the rest were basically of no value, because the Consulate couldn’t cross any of the information in their computer system to verify the Matricula’s validity. The Consulate provided some pointers on what to look for, and with this info, it was verified that most of the ones that were being presented at the DMV-VTRD offices and tax offices were all counterfeits. It was a popular item for sale at flea markets. Once the issue was brought to the attention of DMV-VTRD in Austin, with supporting testimony from Tax Offices and Texas DMV-VTRD offices, and they finally quit accepting them, the amount of title fraud by using them decreased significantly.
It should be the practice to only accept valid forms of identification, one of which does not include Matriculas. Auto theft investigators were loaded down with complaints from the tax offices and the Regional office of Texas DMV-VTRD on these fictitious documents being used by title services and other individuals to create and process fictitious title transactions, bank fraud, other financial institution fraud, and vehicle theft. The Matricula does not even comply with the records requirements of the title service law, which requires a driver’s license copy being required to be retained. Those that were presenting them favored them in large part because of the ease to obtain fictitious ones.

The law should be uniform for all government agencies as proposed in the Texas Administrative Rules, Title 43.Transportation, Part 10.Texas Department of Motor Vehicles, Chapter 217. Vehicle Titles and registration.  In part, that proposal reads:  New §217.3(b)(6)(A) requires that an owner may not apply for a title unless the applicant presents a current photo identification of the owner containing a unique identification number and the document is a driver's license or state identification certificate issued by a state or territory of the United States; a United States or foreign passport; a United States military identification card; or a United States Department of Homeland Security, United States Citizenship and Immigration Services, or United States Department of State identification document.  The full wording of the proposal may be viewed using the following link:

See: http://www.sos.state.tx.us/texreg/archive/October282011/PROPOSED/43.TRANSPORTATION.html#243 

We are joined in our opposition by the Tax Office in Harris County.  The contents of an email from Chief Deputy Jim DeVore to that effect, are included by his permission in this letter, as follows:

“I would like to echo Bill Smith’s sentiments regarding acceptance of the Matricula as a valid form of identification for title and registration purposes. From the moment the first Matricula was introduced across our counter, we had an immediate increase in fraudulent documentation.  An easily reproduced ‘document’, counterfeit after counterfeit Matriculas were presented, so much so that we bogged law enforcement down. As you are aware, much more than any other form of identification tying to fraudulent title transactions, lien holder fraud and vehicle theft, the Matricula far and away led the pack. The Mexican Consulate would not even recognize the Matricula for identification purposes.  The Matricula generated false document after false document after false document, and a large number of bribery attempts were brought with it. We held Intel Meetings with law enforcement, co-hosted by Bill Smith; we held Intel Meetings inviting surrounding counties, those leading to the valley, and bordering Mexico.  We took a stance, no more Matriculas!  County after county followed suit. DMV recognized the problem. The Matricula became a thing of the past, and with the disappearance of acceptance, came a huge drop in title fraud. I do not understand the attempt to bring the Matricula back; with it comes a historical increase in fraud – and we know from first-hand experience what comes with that!”

As you can see, we in TAVTI/SCRC IAATI believe allowing Matriculas to be used as valid ID to apply for titles would be disastrous, and would lead to a sharp increase in fraud.  Please feel free to provide this letter to any interested parties in the decision making process on this issue.  If you need additional information, also feel free to contact me at the below contact numbers.  We will provide any assistance you might need on this matter.

Sincerely,

Wayne W. Browning

President, TAVTI/SCRC IAATI

(Cell) (817) 944-1982

(Ofc) (817) 392-4414

Email: wayne.browning@fortworthtexas.gov 
